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Ferengata CD Release Party Raised the Roof and Raised Awareness

On Saturday, May 13, 2006, patrons of Norton’s Southside Sports Bar enjoyed food, beverages, and live music at a CD release party featuring Tampa Bay recording artists Ferengata, benefiting the Florida Sheriffs Youth Ranch. 
Event organizer, Ilene Levy of Plan-it Promotions, Inc., stated, "We were thrilled with the turnout and glad to be able to promote the Florida Sheriffs Youth Ranches organization, which does so much for the youth of our community.  Ferengata is a group of exceptionally talented musicians and we plan to continue working with them in the future."

Along with selling copies of their newest CD, "Fire in the Heart", and event tee shirts, the band also had several large raffle prizes donated which added to the amount raised for the charity.  One reviewer said the CD was “mature classic rock” with a “sound inspired by everything from Santana to Jimmy Buffett.”  That's pretty good company to keep.

The grand prize raffled off was a Fender Strat Pak donated by Guitar Center (Tampa), together with a month's supply of lessons from Tampa Guitar School.  Additional donated prizes were a custom Mother's Day Cake from Porcelain Cocoa, several bottles of award winning wine from Calistoga Cellars, and gift certificates from Outback Steakhouse, Bonefish Grill, and Mimi's Cafe. 

An interesting feature of the evening was an auction for the chance to appear live onstage with Ferengata at a future performance.  All in all over $300 was raised for the Youth Ranches.  Even more important than the cash, however, was the awareness raised for the organization and the work they do for our communities.  

The guest of honor was Don Meek, Donor Relations Officer for the Youth Ranches.  "We are very impressed with what Ferengata is doing on our behalf," he said.  "To the best of my knowledge this is the first time a group of musicians has done anything like this for the Youth Ranches, and we're extremely pleased to be here tonight to enjoy this event."

Ferengata's future plans include a concert for the youth at the ranch in Pinellas County, and perhaps concerts at some of the other Youth Ranches throughout the State of Florida.  Said vocalist and songwriter Dave Laracuente, "We didn't offer to support the Youth Ranches only for this one party; our intent is to continue working with them for the foreseeable future."

More information about Ferengata, their performance schedule, and their CD may be found at www.ferengata.com.  More information about the Florida Sheriffs Youth Ranches may be found at www.youthranches.org .  More information about Plan-it Promotions, Inc., may be found at www.plan-itpromotions.com.  
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